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Of all the modes of evidence that
ever were invented to obtain belief
to any system or opinion to which
the name of religion has been giv-
en, that of miracle, however suc-
cessful the imposition may have
been, is the most inconsistent. For,
in the first place, whenever re-
course is had to show, for the pur-
pose of procuring that belief (for a
miracle, under any idea of the
word, is a show) it implies a lame-
ness or weakness within the doc-
trine that is preached. And, in the
second place, it is degrading the
Almighty into the character of a
show-man, playing tricks to amuse
and make the people stare and
wonder. It is also the most equivo-
cal sort of evidence that can be set
up; for the belief is not to depend
upon the thing called a miracle, but
upon the credit of the reporter, who
says that he saw it; and, therefore,
the thing, were it true, would have
no better chance of being believed
than if it were a lie.
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Of all the modes of evidence that
ever were invented to obtain belief
to any system or opinion to which
the name of religion has been given,
that of miracle, however successful
the imposition may have been, is the
most inconsistent. For, in the first
place, whenever recourse is had to
show, for the purpose of procuring
that belief (for a miracle, under any
idea of the word, is a show) it implies
a lameness or weakness within the
doctrine that is preached. And, in
the second place, it is degrading the
Almighty into the character of a
show-man, playing tricks to amuse
and make the people stare and won-
der. It is also the most equivocal
sort of evidence that can be set up;
for the belief is not to depend upon
the thing called a miracle, but upon
the credit of the reporter, who says
that he saw it; and, therefore, the
thing, were it true, would have no
better chance of being believed than
if it were a lie.



