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Mishnah 5: How? He [joined them,] weighed them, and permuted (i.c.,
exchanged) them: Alef with them all and all of them with Alef; Ber with
them all and all of them with Bez. They repeat in turn (going round) and
[thus] is found [that] all that is formed and all that is spoken emanates
from one Name (i.e., the Divine Name).
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Mishnah 6: He formed substance from the unmanifest and made be that
which is not. He carved great pillars from air (avir) that cannot be grasped.
[This is a sign: He visualizes and He permutes (exchanges). He makes all
that is formed and all that is spoken with one Name. A sign for this mat-
ter: Twenty-two objects (alternative translation: “twenty-two desires”) in a

single body (Guf)].
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Mishnah 1: Three mothers: AM”Sh (Alef Mem Shin): Their foundation

is a scale of merit and a scale of debt and the tongue of decree balancing

between them.
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Mishnah 2: Three mothers: AM”Sh (Alef Mem Shin): A great secret—

mystical and covered (i.c., hidden) and sealed with six seals (literally, signet

rings). And from them emanated fire (esh) and water (mayim), dividing

themselves into male and female. Three mothers: AM”Sh (Alef Mem Shin)

are their foundation and from them are born fathers and from them every-
thing was created.
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Mishnah 3: Three mothers: AM”Sh (Alef Mem Shin) in the universe—air

(avir), water (mayim), fire (esh), Heaven was created at first from fire, and



